OPEN FORUM 2006

ZIMBABWE: SKILLS AND RECONSTRUCTION  

SATURDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2006, 2.00-5.30pm (doors open 1.30pm)  
Brunei Gallery, School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS),   Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG   (nearest tube Russell Square)  


WHAT IS THE OPEN FORUM?  

The Open Forum is an inclusive, non-partisan, non-governmental  
gathering for discussion and debate on Zimbabwe, with the emphasis on 
achieving democratic, peaceful change.   

Open Forum 2006 will focus on the skills of the Zimbabwean diaspora 
and Zimbabwe's needs for economic, social and constitutional 
transformation, especially in health and education.  

Its aims are:  

* To bring together Zimbabweans, South Africans and others from the 
region in the UK   

* To provide information about developments in Zimbabwe and the 
prospects for change  

* To support open, inclusive and constructive debate   

* To support the efforts of civil society organisations in Zimbabwe  
and the region in defence of human rights, justice and democracy   

The Open Forum is open to all Zimbabweans and friends of Zimbabwe who wish to see democracy, human rights and prosperity restored in Zimbabwe as quickly as possible and are interested in finding peaceful and constructive ways of working together.    

Organised by the Britain Zimbabwe Society in association with the
International Liaison Office of the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum,
Zimbabwe Association, Zimbabwe Futures, WEZIMBABWE, WOZA Solidarity
Group, End the Silence, Canon Collins Trust, Action for Southern
Africa (ACTSA), Progressio, Centre of African Studies, London
University, and the Royal Africa Society (RAS).   

Entrance to the Open Forum is free of charge but advance registration is invited.
For enquiries & advance registration please email   
zimforum2006@yahoo.co.uk   


PROGRAMME: 

1.30pm
Doors open  


2.00pm
Welcome & introduction to the afternoon  


2.00-3.30pm
Panel 1: 

Issues and challenges - the Zimbabwean diaspora and its dynamics 

Chair - Lela Kogbara, Action for Southern Africa (ACTSA) 
First speaker - Dr Steve Munjanja, consultant obstetrician, Harare Hospital  
Second speaker - Raymond Majongwe, General Secretary, Progressive Teachers Union of  Zimbabwe  
Contributors from the floor and open discussion 

3.30-4.00pm
Refreshment break  

4.00-5.00pm
Panel 2: 
The Zimbabwean diaspora as an agent for change and transformation  

Chair - Jeremy Dear, General Secretary, National Union of Journalists, UK 
First speaker - Thabitha Khumalo, Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 
Second speaker - Rev Nicholas Mkaronda, Coordinator South Africa Office,
Crisis Coalition of Zimbabwe 
Speakers from the UK - Shane Lunga, Zimbabwe Futures, and 

Forward Maisokwadzo, Association of Zimbabwean Journalists in the UK 
Contributors from the floor and open discussion 

5.00-5.30pm        Ways forward - principles and action points  


6.00pm                Forum ends 

